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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

Masvingo - The church has a 
fundamental role to play in promoting 
peace and national stability, President 
Tsvangirai said at the weekend.
 
Speaking at a peace prayer meeting 
organized by the Zimbabwe Pastoral 
Fellowship Association at Mucheke 
stadium on Saturday, President 
Tsvangirai said peace was vital for 
nation building and development.

He took at swipe at some media 
organizations for being sensational 
when reporting on national issues. 

The Zimbabwe Pastoral Fellowship 
Association consists of pastors from 
different denominations and the 
programme was held under the theme 
- Church and nation, unite for peace. 
It is understood all Principals to the 
GPA were invited. 
 
However, only President Tsvangirai 
attended the event, underscoring the 
Premier’s commitment to peace.

“I am happy with this event because 
it promotes national harmony and 
development but before we think of 
building peace, we must also address 
the issue of hunger. We have observed 
that there is need to avert hunger. 

“I want to respond to some stories 
that are being published by certain 
newspapers. They are causing 
unnecessary pandemonium by being 
too sensational when reporting on 
government matters and policy issues.

“I read a weekly paper that claimed 
I described Mugabe as a God-given 
leader. I only urged the church to pray 
for the national leaders. These guys 
from the media are busy creating a 
war of words between people. What 

we want is to move forward as a nation,” 
said President Tsvangirai.

“Now I want to urge the church to 
promote peace and discourage violence. 
We do not want violence and I know the 
pastors here will help us in that regard. 
Let us all say no to violence. 

“We want peace and stability in the 
country and that is the role of the Church to 
ensure that we live in a peaceful and stable 
environment. Peace comes when you 
receive Jesus as your saviour. When we 
receive Jesus Christ we will be blessed.” 

President Tsvangirai later addressed 
guests at his birthday party at Great 
Zimbabwe hotel on Saturday evening 
where he called for political tolerance 
in the country. He was celebrating his 
60th birthday. President Tsvangirai said 
the MDC leadership depends on God for 
divine guidance.
 
“I wish to thank God for taking us this far. 
I have gone through so many challenges 
but to reach 60 (years) is a real blessing 
from the Lord. The MDC leaders always 
draw inspiration and guidance from God.  

I urge all of you to pray for us and I 
know you have been praying for us so 
that we can be able to complete the 
journey towards real change. While I 
know that generations come and go, I 
wish to be remembered for playing a 
crucial role in delivering total change 
to the people of Zimbabwe. 

I am really happy to be here with 
various church leaders and I feel 
humbled to have the men of God 
in our midst. Once again, I thank 
God for guiding me all the way. 
In life you encounter so many 
experiences but you have to soldier 
on,” said President Tsvangirai. 

MDC vice president and Deputy 
Prime Minister, Hon. Thokozani 
Khupe, national chairperson Hon. 
Lovemore Moyo and vice chairperson 
Hon. Morgan Komichi, MDC 
organizing secretary Hon. Nelson 
Chamisa, national spokesperson 
Hon. Douglas Mwonzora and several 
senior MDC and government officials 
attended the event.

Promote peace, discourage violence – PM

Elections not war: MDC

President Tsvangirai has said the 
Conditions for a Sustainable Election 
in Zimbabwe (CoSEZ)  are for all 
Zimbabweans who face the sternest test 
as they brace for a watershed period in 
the country’s transition. 

The  President said this at a local hotel on 
Thursday during the launch of CoSEZ.

“In fact, it is a misnomer to call it an 
MDC document because the conditions 
captured here are those things that all 
the parties to the coalition have agreed 
to in the GPA. We are not seeking to 
reinvent the wheel, but to restate those 
conditions that we all have agreed to as 
political parties but which have fallen 
short at the implementation stage mainly 
because our coalition partners have 
decided to renege and to betray their 
own signatures.

“The GPA is clear on what should 
happen before the next election if we 
are to have a free and fair election that 
should produce a credible and legitimate 
government. Paramount among the 
things we have agreed are a new 
Constitution, political, electoral, media 
and other key reforms that are necessary 
to vaccinate the next election against the 
virus of 2008. Instead of this transitional 
government implementing these key 
reforms, we have in fact witnessed 
intransigence in terms of pluralising 
the media, implementing the land audit, 
cessation of violence and security re-
alignment, among other reforms,” said 
the MDC President.
 
 
President Tsvangirai expressed concern 
that instead of the security sector 
realigning itself to the dictates of the 
new inclusive dispensation, people have 
instead been told by a few individuals 
at the helm of these sectors that no-one 
other than President Mugabe, even if he/
she wins an election, will be able to take 
up his/her mandate.
 
They have even gone further to dismiss 
the significance of an electoral process 
by saying that they will not tolerate a new 
regime in Harare ushered in through the 
ballot because President Mugabe cannot 
be removed by a “mere pen which costs 
less than five cents.”

“These are serious issues that need to 
be addressed so that the security of the 
person, the security of the vote and 
the security of the people’s will are all 
guaranteed before we even start to cast 
our ballots.

“Media reforms as agreed in the GPA 
have not been implemented and the 
responsible Minister and his officials are 
arrogantly ducking from implementing 
what we have agreed as Principals, as 
Cabinet and as political parties. They 
have instead gone further to ban foreign 
newspapers and to grant radio licences 
to companies aligned to a political 
party,” said President Tsvangirai, adding 
that Zimbabwe has become a laughing 
stock because in this day and age, 
people cannot have a government that 
spends time crafting laws that control 
information rather than facilitate its 
dissemination.
 
It was revealed at the launch that all 
the 24  issues agreed by the parties and 
endorsed by Cabinet, which would have 
created conditions for a free and fair 
election have not been implemented 
because there are some who regard 

reforms as a way of ceding power. In 
this regard, it is hoped that the SADC 
facilitation team will be able to unlock 
some of the logjams and ensure that the 
Principals abide by their own agreement 
and SADC’s own minimum conditions 
on the conduct of  free and fair elections.

Commenting on MDC’s participation in 
the next election, the PM said, 

“As the MDC and as critical stakeholders 
in the next election, today we are drawing 
a line in the sand by restating those 
conditions that will yield a credible poll 
and result in a peaceful poll in this country.  

“As a party, our participation in the 
next election will largely depend on the 
implementation of those reforms and the 
creation of conditions that SADC itself 
has laid as the baseline conditions for 
holding elections in this region.

“The experience of disputed elections 
accompanied by needless loss of blood 
in Kenya, Zimbabwe and the Ivory Coast 
cannot be repeated and the conditions 
contained in the document we are 
launching, which in any case are SADC’s 

minimum conditions for elections, 
will go a long way in closing the 
recurrence of violence and bloodshed.” 
 
The MDC paid tribute to the SADC 
region for its continued effort to restate 
the importance of key reforms ahead 
of the conduct of the next polls. This is 
important if Zimbabwe is to be positioned 
towards a new path of progress, peace, 
stability and development and the region 
has an important role to play in this 
regard.

“We are not afraid of an election but we 
will definitely not participate in a war. It 
is because of this that the MDC will not 
be stampeded into a sham election that is 
not predicated on the necessary reforms.

“I wish to reiterate that the date for 
the next election is process-driven and 
until the conclusion of the Constitution-
making process and the implementation 
of key media, electoral and political 
reforms, will Mugabe and I agree on a 
date for the polls. Zimbabweans want a 
peaceful election and not a war. 

It is now five years since the historic 
event on 11 March 2007 when 
Zanu PF and the police disrupted a 
peace prayer meeting at Zimbabwe 
Grounds in Highfield that led to the 
death of an MDC youth member, 
Gift Tandare.
 
On this day in 2007, heavily armed 
riot police disrupted a peaceful 
prayer meeting that was organised 
by the Save Zimbabwe Campaign. 
Thousands of people who were 
on their way to the grounds were 
turned away.
 
Tandare, an MDC Youth Assembly 
activist was shot in cold blood by 
the police and instantly died.
 
The MDC leadership including 
President Tsvangirai and civic 
society members were severely 
assaulted inside Machipisa Police 
Station.
 
11 March will remain a black day 
but one which has to be celebrated 
and remembered by the MDC and 
other progressive forces because 
it greatly altered Zimbabwe’s 
political landscape.
 
The incident of 11 March 2007 
showcased to the world the 
brutality of the Zanu PF regime and 
as a result, an African Union extra-
ordinary summit on Zimbabwe 
was held in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanzania. This Summit resulted in 
the brokering of the first series of 
serious negotiations to resolve the 
crisis in Zimbabwe.
 
The day will always remain in the 
hearts and minds of all the innocent 
people who have been subjected 
to Zanu PF’s brutality and utter 
disregard for basic human rights.
 
11 March will forever be the 
MDC’s Human Rights Day.  It 
is the day that changed the lives 
of Zimbabweans and saw the 
beginning of the downward spiral 
of Zanu PF to its grave.
 
May Tandare’s soul and the souls 
of those of thousands others whose 
sacred blood has been spilled in 
the struggle for real change, rest in 
peace and continue to inspire the 
revolution for real change.
 
As we reflect five years on, let 
us all soldier on until Zimbabwe 
is free again.  All Zimbabweans 
should join hands and celebrate the 
importance of this day.
 
We are however, worried that as 
we celebrate this day, there is an 
increase in political violence.
 
On Saturday, armed anti-riot police 
stood by as youths from the Zanu 
PF’s Chipangano attacked MDC 
members who had gathered for 
a Harare province peace rally in 
Sunningdale. 
 
We condemn such acts as they 
derail the spirit of non-violence that 
our political leadership is preaching 
at every gathering.

11 March 2007
remembered

To Page 2

President Tsvangirai shares a lighter moment with a pastor during the Masvingo prayer meeting on Saturday
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The call for reforms before the holding 
of the next elections is not an MDC 
agenda but an agenda of the people of 
Zimbabwe who do not want a farce 
election like what was experienced 
in 2008, Hon. Tendai Biti, the MDC 
Secretary General has said.

Addressing a packed conference room 
at a Harare hotel last week during a 
New Zimbabwe Lecture Series on 
whether the country was ready for the 
next elections, Hon. Biti said the next 
election should be a formula to find a 
lasting solution to the Zimbabwe crisis.

Zanu PF has been calling for elections 
even without a new Constitution 
and critical reforms, a call which is 
against SADC and the AU who are 
the guarantors of the Global Political 
Agreement (GPA).

“The call for reforms is not new in 
Zimbabwe. When Zimbabwe went 
for elections in 1980, there was a new 
Lancaster House Constitution which 
was signed in 1979 in London, those 
were reforms” said Hon. Biti.

He said some Zanu PF politicians are 
distorting reality about elections by 
lying to Mugabe that he will defeat 
President Tsvangirai in an election.

“How can someone seriously think 
about investing in a presidential 
candidate who is 88 years old?” asked 
Hon. Biti.

He said in 2008, President Tsvangirai 
won the election but there were 
problems in the transfer of power as 
separate structures were running the 
elections.

“The people of Zimbabwe do not want 
an election that will create another 
unsustainable Zimbabwe. 

“Zanu PF is benefiting from this 
unsustainable environment but they 
know that they will not win free and fair 
elections,” said Hon. Biti.

He said since the formation of the 
inclusive government in 2009, the 
MDC in government has done a lot in 
reviving the country’s economy.

“We now have functional public 
institutions which had collapsed during 
Zanu PF’s rule and Zanu PF is trying 
to destroy that by making the next 
elections ungovernable,” he said.

Hon. Biti said despite misguided calls 
for elections by Zanu PF, the MDC and 
Zanu PF negotiators were negotiating 

on a roadmap to holding free and fair 
elections.Among other issues, the 
roadmap will include having a new 
people-driven Constitution which will 
allow dual citizenship, limited terms of 
the president, devolution and a strong 
Bill of Rights.

Other changes being negotiated are; 
having a new Electoral Act, legislative, 
security sector and media reforms.

“There is nothing wrong with the 
regime change agenda as we will beat 
Zanu PF at the ballot box.  When the 
Smith regime was removed in 1980, 
it was regime change and there was 
nothing wrong with that,” he said.

“We can’t allow another Robert Mugabe 
to emerge and we will not allow Zanu 
PF to abuse us like they did over the 
past 31 years,” Hon. Biti said.

He said Mugabe could go ahead with 
his calls of pulling out Zanu PF from 
the inclusive government but the MDC 
would continue attending Cabinet and 
making laws.

Hon. Biti dismissed Zanu PF’s calls for 
empowerment as nothing but another 
attempt by Zanu PF to destroy the 
country’s economy.

“There is no need for one to takeover 
a commercial bank. If you want a bank 
come to me as the Minister of Finance 
and Gideon Gono and we will give you 
the licence to start a bank,” said Hon. 
Biti.

Speaking at the same event, academic 
and political analyst, Dr Ibbo Mandaza 
said Zanu PF calls for elections were 
futile. 

“Let’s stop the election talk as it does 
not help us.  We have the GPA which 
the SADC region has a stake in.  There 
will be no elections in Zimbabwe until 
the reforms have been done,” he said.

He said the Zanu PF panellist present at 
the discussion; Goodson Mguni’s views 
were that of a minority while what Hon. 
Biti said were the views of the majority 
of the people of Zimbabwe.

“At the moment we should focus 
on improving the operations of the 
inclusive government, service delivery 
and restore national institutions.  

“In the past when I was in government, 
we had no army officers speaking on 
political issues – it was treasonous.  

“Our national issues have been 

subverted.  No one in the security sector 
retires now.  

“The priority is not elections but to 
restore the economy and be proud like 
any other nation,” he said, applauding 
Hon. Biti for doing a great job in 
restoring the country’s economy which 
had collapsed since he became the 
Minister of Finance in 2009.

Reforms - a people’s agenda: Biti

Hon. Douglas Mwonzora who is the 
MDC national spokesperson has, in 
his capacity as the Copac chairperson, 
said that the review of 18 chapters of 
the proposed new draft Constitution by 
the Constitution Select Committee of 
Parliament (Copac) is nearly complete. 
 
Addressing a press conference in 
Harare last Friday, Hon. Mwonzora 
said members of the Select Committee 
have been reviewing the proposals from 
the drafters to ensure that they are in 
line with the instructions for drafting 
that were given, based on the views of 
the people that came from outreach.   
 
“The new draft will be adopted 
once the Committee is satisfied 
that the proposals have been done 
according to its instructions,” he said. 
 
Hon. Mwonzora who is also the MP 
for Nyanga North, said the proposals 
adopted by the Select Committee will 
form the draft new Constitution.  

Hon. Mwonzora said: “Once this 
document is in place, it will be 
translated into vernacular languages 
and into Braille.  

“It will be widely publicised to give 
all Zimbabweans an opportunity to 
familiarise with its contents before it is 
taken to the Second All Stakeholders’ 
Conference.
 
“As this is a people-driven process, 
the purpose of the conference is to 

give Zimbabweans, through their 
representatives, an opportunity to 
comment on the draft before it is 
finalised and taken to Parliament for 
debate and referendum thereafter”. 
 
He said the people’s views collected 
during outreach formed the basis for 
the discussions around the proposed 
new draft.  These views, he explained 
were collected during outreach are 
contained in the national report 
which is still under construction 
as it is about the whole process. 
 
“It is from this report that two important 
draft foundational documents, one of 
constitutional issues and the other of 
constitutional principles were derived.  

“In crafting the proposed draft, the 
drafters used these two important 
documents as well as the gap-filling 
document produced by the Select 
Committee with the assistance of its 
Technical Committee. This process 
therefore, guarantees that the people’s 
views will be contained in the new 
draft,” said Hon. Mwonzora.
 
Meanwhile, Copac has released 
the list of constitutional principles 
guiding the Constitution-making 
process.  These principles form the 
foundation of the proposed new draft. 
 
The following are the 
constitutional principles guiding 
the Constitution-making process:  

1. Supremacy of the Constitution 
Recognition of Zimbabwe’s 
liberation, democracy, sovereignty 
of the State and its people.

2. Recognition of the principle 
of separation of powers 
Recognition of land and natural 
resources as belonging to all 
Zimbabweans

3. The Constitution should contain 
mechanisms of redressing colonial 
imbalances in the distribution of 
natural resources including land 
The new Constitution must 
ensure the maintenance of unity, 
in diversity, peace, stability, 
security and prosperity for 
all the people of Zimbabwe 
Recognition of the rule of law, 
good governance and democracy

4. Recognition that power to rule and 
govern must be derived from the 

authority of the people
5. The recognition of fundamental 

human rights
6. All organs of the State to 

respect, protect, promote and 
fulfil the rights and freedoms 
spelt out in the Bill of Rights 
Recognition of the principle of 
decentralisation

7. Recognition of the principle of 
devolution of power

8. Recognition of gender equality 
and gender mainstreaming in all 
spheres of governance

9. The recognition of the rights of 
children, the youth, the disabled, 
women, workers and vulnerable 
groups

10. The recognition of universal adult 
suffrage

11. The recognition of the importance 
of an electoral system that 
guarantees regular, free and fair 
and effective elections that ensure 
adequate representation of the 
electorate

12. Recognition of the importance of 
Bill of Rights by entrenching it in 
the Constitution and justiciability

13. Recognition of the principle of 
checks and balances among the 
levels of government and the Arms 
of the State

14. Recognition of the need for 
equitable resource sharing 
mechanisms

15. Recognition of the rights of 
racial, ethnic, cultural, linguistic, 
religious and political minorities 

16. That the management of public 
finances should be informed by 
transparency, responsiveness, 
accountability, responsibility, 
integrity and equity

17. All Arms of State to uphold the 
principles of and good governance

18. Recognition of the principle of 
Constitutional transition and 
orderly transfer of power

19. All Arms of State must uphold the 
Constitution, respect human rights, 
be non-partisan and professional

20. The  Constitution must recognise 
the diversity of languages, 
customary practices and traditions 
and must seek to protect and 
promote these. The institution, 
status and role of traditional 
leadership, according to 
indigenous law, shall be spelt out 
and recognised in the Constitution.

Copac completes review of 18 chapters

“That is what the people of this 
country want and that is what SADC 
wants,” said President Tsvangirai. 
 
The People’s Party of Excellence 
refuses to allow whims of individuals 
and individual political parties to 
sway people away from the collective 
position that has been adopted and 
agreed to in the GPA under the 
facilitation of SADC and guaranteed 
by the AU.
 
President Tsvangirai restated the 
position on the constitution making 
process.

“As Principals, we are now seized 
with the Constitution-making 
process and we have asked the Copac 
management committee to furnish us 
with a trajectory of how they expect 
the process to pan out so that we can 
begin to have an idea of when we can 
hold the next election.

“I am very clear on the process, that 
apart from the Constitution and other 
reforms, we have to look at the issue 
of the ZEC secretariat, a new voters’ 
roll, non-violence and other key steps 
necessary to ensure a free, fair and 
credible poll.

“I said last week that we are aware 
of the plot to frustrate us, to wear 
us down and to force us out of this 
transitional arrangement but we have 
a mandate and a covenant with the 
people.  We will brave on and ensure 
that we hold a free and fair poll by 
creating an environment that will 
guarantee the security of the person, 
the security of the vote and the 
security of the people’s will,” he said.
 
The way forward for Zimbabwe 
remains a free and fair election but 
one only predicated by a process. 
Anything else would be a circus. A 
circus or a bloodbath masquerading 
as an election would be a mockery 
and an insult to South Africa, SADC 
and the AU who have all been 
painstakingly working for the past 
four years to ensure that we hold a 
credible poll and set the foundation 
for a prosperous Zimbabwe. 
 
Zimbabwe learnt a lesson in 2008 and 
cannot afford anything other than a 
credible poll. Zanu PF is stalling the 
election because most of the reforms 
reside in their ministries. If these are 
implemented tomorrow, Zimbabwe 
can go to an election any time.  

“So as we launch this document, we 
are guided by the cries of death that 
we heard from all those victims of 
violence in 2008. We have in our 
minds those who were abducted, 
including our parents and relatives 
who lost homes and who to this day 
bear visible scars of that violent 
election. 

“We still have in our minds all 
those who were murdered through 
Operation Mavhotera Papi; that 
shameful vengeful campaign in which 
many were butchered and maimed 
for simply voting for change. We 
will not allow that to happen again. 

“And as long as we implement the 
minimum conditions in this document, 
Zimbabweans shall peacefully walk 
to the ballot, well aware that there 
will be no retribution for exercising 
their right to vote leaders of their 
choice,” said President Tsvangirai. 
 
The MDC will forever be grateful to 
SADC and the AU for walking with 
the people of Zimbabwe. 

During the launch, President 
Tsvangirai also paid tribute to women 
for their resilience.

“Women of this country have borne 
the brunt of violence and repression. 
The Party owes it to them to create a 
peaceful country and to enable them 
to pursue their dreams, to work for the 
country and above all to enable them 
to live and vote in peace,” he said. 
 
Zimbabwe has walked the road of 
violence, fear and intimidation but is 
not prepared to walk it forever more. 
MDC remains hopeful that the people 
of this country will vote freely in the 
next election. 

The Party hopes that they will use 
the next election to consign the past 
to the dustbin and vote for a future; a 
future that can only be guaranteed and 
sustained by an MDC government.

Vice President Hon Thokozani Khupe, 
members of the Standing Committee, 
the National Executive, the National 
Council, MPs and Senators, 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps 
and the media attended the launch. 

The MDC wants 
elections not war
From Page 1

Hon Tendai Biti

Hon Douglas Mwonzora 
Copac chairperson
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Our record in leadership
…as we move together with the people

MDC Ministers in action

After consultations with the Health, 
Education, recreational sectors as 
well as the general public, Hon Elias 
Mudzuri, the MP for Warren Park, 
embarked on a number of projects 
through the Constituency Development 
Fund, CDF.

“We wanted to ensure that the projects 
we are doung are  what the people need 
so we consulted widely and  with the 
residents of Warren Park, came up with 
priority areas, which is were the money 
went to,” said Hon Mudzuri.

Priority was placed on repairing public 
toilets, sinking of boreholes and the 
local clinic.

Repairing of public toilets in ward 15 of 
Warren Park cost US$ 3 051.

“We gave the City Council the task 
and the resources to repair the toilets 
at the shops in Warren Park,” said Hon 
Mudzuri.

Mai Mazambara of Warren Park 1 said 
the repairing of the table made life a lot 
easier because now they did not have to 

return home to use the toilets or carry 
water containers to their stalls.

“The toilets are working, we only have 
to be careful about who has the keys.We 
had an incidence when Zanu PF youths 
came and violently took and kept the 
keys. 

“We managed to get them back after a 
series of talks, but otherwise, the toilets 
are very helpful if we are less selfish 
about who has access to the toilets. 
We clean them ourselves and we make 
sure they are kept that way,” said mai 
Muzambara.

At the Warren Park Polyclinic, toilets 
were repaired at a cost of US $ 1 304. 
a generator purchased and installed as 
well as a refrigerator.

The generator cost US$1 300. while 
its installation cost US$ 200. The 
refrigeretor was bought a cost of US$ 
600.

Sister Takamanya of Warren Park 
1 clinic said the donation was very 
handy as the  clinic needed a back up 
electricity supply in the face of power 
outages.

One of the most popular clinics 
with pregnant women, the sister in 
charge said, without the equipment, 
Warren Park 1 clinic was facing major 
challenges with expectant mothers 
being asked to bring candles.

“We are happy with the donation as it 
is helping us and facilitating for easier 
work conditions for us as well as the 
patients. We are now able to do more. 
Even the refridgerator is assisting us 
with storing our medication, so we are 
happy with the help,” she said.
 
At the local community hall, Magamba, 

toilet repairs were done as they were in 
a very bad shape. Again the city council 
did the repair works.

The repairing costs were pegged at 
US$1 670.

At the popular entertainment joint, 
Mereki, the MP sunk one of the six 
boreholes in his constituency.

He said because of perrennial water 
shortages in his constituency, the 
MP was advised to sink boreholes at 
strategic places so that more people 
have access to the resource.

The six boreholes cost a total of US$ 
25 300.

Repairs to another borehole in the 
constituency cost US$750.

Furthermore, at Belvedere shops, Hon 
Mudzuri managed to construct a market 
stall that will accomodate about 15 
people.

Hon Mudzuri said: “Residents here 
requested for a people”s market 
through their councillor, and after we 
got quotations, we set up one. We are 
looking forward to completing it in the 
next allocation of the CDF, hand it over 
to the council and then, people can now 
have a fresh fruit and vegetable market 
close to them.”

He said that if he receives another 
batch of the money, the residents had 
requested for a foot bridge between 
Warren Park and Cold comfort.

“We still want to get into schools as 
well because there is a need in that area 
in terms of furniture. We intend to sink 
more deep wells in the constituency to 
aid the people with accessible, clean 
water sources,” said Hon Mudzuri.

Zimbabwe’s judiciary system is still 
highly corrupted and perverted due to 
the politicisation of the system where 
some police and judicial officers are 
only specifically working to target 
certain political activists and human 
rights defenders, Deputy Minister Obert 
Gutu has said.

Senator Gutu who is the Deputy 
Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs 
on Tuesday said he was concerned by 
the fact that the justice delivery system 
remained heavily politicised.

“It is a fact that the justice delivery 
system is still corrupted and perverted.  

It is true that the judicial delivery 
system is heavily politicised with the 
example that more MDC activists are 
arrested compared to those from other 
political parties in the country,” he said.

“This is caused by the politicisation 
of the system where some police and 
judicial officers are out to specifically 
target MDC activists,” said Senator 
Gutu.

In the MDC, Senator Gutu is the 
Harare provincial spokesperson and the 
Senator for Chisipite in Harare.

He said the issue was further 
compounded by lies spread by the 
Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs, 
Patrick Chinamasa that Zimbabwe was 
upholding its human rights.

During his address to the 19th session 
of the United Nations Human Rights 
Council in Geneva early this month, 
Chinamasa gave the usual false Zanu 
PF line that; “Zimbabwe is and will 
continue to do its uttermost in the 
promotion and protection of human 
rights for the benefit of its people”.

“When Chinamasa went to Geneva, he 
did not consult me on the report to be 
presented.  I am not surprised by that 
attitude because Zanu PF does not 
want the world to know that the human 
rights situation in Zimbabwe is still in a 
compromised state.

“We have political activists arrested 
on very flimsy grounds.  The judicial 
delivery system is highly politicised, 
very partial and very compromised.  
What Chinamasa presents when he 
goes for Human Rights Council is not 
the true picture of the human rights 
situation in Zimbabwe,” said Senator 
Gutu.

“However, I have my own strategy to 
ignore what Chinamasa is doing and 
engage alternative media both print 
and electronic that enables me to tell 
the true story about the pathetic human 
rights situation in Zimbabwe,” he said.

To curb this unprofessional behaviour 
by some of the Ministry of Justice and 
Legal Affairs officials, Senator Gutu 
said the ministry had started a campaign 
to clean out the judicial delivery system 
by embarking on capacity building 
programmes that will bring back 
professionalism to the system.

Senator Gutu said: “We are also liaising 
with the Attorney General’s office on 
a regular basis to ensure that the legal 
officers do not unreasonably invoke 
Section 121 of the Criminal Procedure 
and Evidence Act, which has the 
effect of locking up someone who has 
been granted bail by the courts. The 
whole thrust is to inculcate the respect 
of people’s human and fundamental 
rights”.

Senator Gutu said through this, the 

ministry had launched an ambitious 
programme entitled; “Equal Access to 
Justice for All”.

“Under this programme, all key 
stakeholders are going to come 
together, pool resources and strategise 
in a bid to improve the justice, law and 
order sectors and ensure equal access to 
justice for all,” Senator Gutu said.

The programme is funded partly by 
the United Nations Development 
Programme.

The ministry has further established an 
Anti Corruption Committee, chaired 
by Senator Gutu whose mandate is; “to 
identify, curb, and ultimately eliminate 
corruption in all the ministry’s 
departments.” 

“It is an ambitious anti-corruption 
programme for the ministry targeting 
specifically all the ministry’s 
departments and we want to clean out 
any form of corruption.

“We are not in competition with the 
Anti Corruption Commission and 
if anything, we collaborate with the 
Commission as we have two senior 
Commission members who sit in the 
committee,” said Senator Gutu.

On conditions in the country’s prisons, 
Senator Gutu said it was encouraging 
to note that the prison population had 
been greatly reduced, a move which 

has eased congestion and the spread of 
communicable diseases.

“As of now, prisons are not over 
populated.  Population is at 15 241 
and we have a holding capacity of 17 
000.  This shows that our courts are 
increasingly resorting to alternative 
forms of punishment such as community 
service.  

“However, Harare Central, Chikurubi 
and Khami maximum prisons are above 
their holding capacities.  The reason 
being that dangerous D Class prisoners 
can only be kept at these three prisons 
because the other prisons do not have 
adequate facilities,” said Senator Gutu.

He said the Family Court Committee 
had been tasked to set up a family court 
system in Zimbabwe.

“The Family Court will be a specialised 
court that will deal with issues of divorce 
and all other related matrimonial affairs, 
for example, custody of minor children, 
maintenance and domestic violence.

“We are not changing anything but 
improving on the existing structure 
which will be more efficient and user 
friendly.  We hope by June or July that 
the new Family Court structure will be 
launched,” said Senator Gutu who is the 
chairperson of the committee.
   

Some of the projects done in Warren Park: 
The refridgerator at Warren Park Polyclinic, a borehole at Mereki, a market stall at Belvedere shops, a gen-

erator at Warren Park polyclinic and rehabilitated taps at public toilets in Warren Park

Hon Elias Mudzuri, MP

Hon Obert Gutu
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Masvingo - MDC Secretary General 
and Finance Minister Hon. Tendai Biti 
has described President Tsvangirai as 
a brave cadre and visionary despite 
working in a hugely frustrating inclusive 
government.
 
Addressing guests at President 
Tsvangirai`s birthday party at Great 
Zimbabwe Hotel on Saturday evening, 
Hon. Biti said Zanu PF hardliners were 
devoid of love and it was frustrating to 
work with people who harboured ill 
will and bent on thwarting change.  He, 

however, described President Tsvangirai as 
a brave and fearless cadre whose wisdom 
came from God. At least 200 guests attended 
the party.

“Our President and Prime Minister is a 
man of the people. He is a humble figure 
who spends most of his time working for 
the people of Zimbabwe. We feel sorry 
for him because he is working in a very 
difficult environment. In actual fact, the 
MDC team has entered into the marriage of 
convenience or should we say a marriage of 
inconvenience- only to save the nation from 

further economic and political abyss. 
“I wish to congratulate our brave 
President for turning 60. It is our wish 
that God will continue to give you wisdom 
in order to guide us into a new Zimbabwe. 
We pray the country will have a 
new beginning and a new dimension 
where nobody uses foul tactics to suppress 
the will of the people. We always ask God 
to give us the courage to come face to face 
with Zanu PF members in the inclusive 
government. One has to draw strength 
from God,” said Honourable Biti.
 
He said it was painful to interact with 
the very people who tormented and 
persecuted MDC supporters adding the 
inclusive government was only meant 
to give the long suffering people of 
Zimbabwe some breathing space.
 
“We view this government as a temporary 
set up and we wish to urge our president 
to remain strong and continue to guide us 
towards real change,” he said.

At the birthday party, President Tsvangirai 
was presented with gifts. He received 
three beasts from the MDC Masvingo 
Provincial executive committee, a ram 
from Chivi North chairperson Noah 
Mutisi, 200 blankets from a party 
supporter who chose to remain anonymous 
and two huge portraits of which one 
bears his face.  One of the portraits 
was presented to him by MDC vice 
president and Deputy Prime Minister 
Hon. Thokozani Khupe.

MDC celebrates President Tsvangirai’s 60th birthday

The trial of the 29 MDC members 
who are facing false murder and 
public violence charges failed to 
kicked off on Monday at the High 
Court after the defence lawyers 
said they needed time to file the 
defence outlines and apply for 
fresh bail.

The matter is before Justice 
Chinembiri Bhunu and the 29 
members are facing false charges 
of murdering a police officer in 
Glen View, Harare in May last 
year.

However, Justice Bhunu said 
the fresh bail application by the 
MDC members will be heard on 
Thursday after the defence lawyers 
submit their bail papers to him.

They were indicted on 1 March for 
trial and remanded again in prison.  
One of the lawyers representing 
the MDC members, Charles 
Kwaramba said the lawyers were 
failing to complete and file the 
defence outlines because the prison 
environment was not conducive.

“It is not easy for the lawyers to 
get instructions from the accused 
because the prison officers are 
within earshot instead of eyeshot 
as the prison regulations state,” 
said Kwaramba.

He said the time allowed for 
interviewing the accused was at 
the discretion of prison officials 
making it difficult for the lawyers 
to fully get instructions from the 
MDC members.

Those accused for the false 
murder charge and public violence 
charges are; Solomon Madzore, 
the MDC Youth Assembly 
chairperson, Last Maengahama, 
a National Executive Committee 
member, Councillor Oddrey 
Sydney Chirombe of Ward 33, 
Budiriro, Councillor, Tungamirai 
Madzokere of Ward 32, Glen 
View, Cynthia Manjoro, Lloyd 
Chitanda, Stanford Mangwiro and 
Tendai Chinyama.

The others are; Jefias Moyo, Abina 
Rutsito, Gabriel Shumba, Stephen 
Takaedzwa, Linda Madyamhanje, 
Tafadzwa Billiard, Simon 
Mudimu, Dube Zwelibanzi, Simon 
Mapanzure, Augustine Tengenyika 
and Gapara Nyamadzawo, Paul 
Rukanda, Lazarus and Stanford 
Maengahama, Kerina Dewa 
and Memory Ncube, Rebecca 
Mafukeni, Yvonne Musarurwa, 
Phineas Nhatarikwa and Standford 
Mangwiro.

Trial of MDC members
fails to kick-off

President Tsvangirai on Tuesday made 
his monthly statement in Parliament as 
the Leader of Government Business in 
Parliament and told the legislators that 
it would be his last statement that he 
will present before Parliament without 
naming and shaming underperforming 
ministries.

He said from next month, he would 
be naming and shaming ministries 
which give scant attention to agreed 
programmes.

“Mr. Speaker Sir, this is the last time 
I am making a monthly statement 
in this House without naming and 
shaming those Ministries that are either 
underperforming or have chosen to give 
scant attention to the implementation 
of agreed programmes and policies. 
This is not to embarrass anyone, but to 
enable Parliament to hold the executive 
to account,” he said.

The monthly statement is for President 
Tsvangirai who is also Zimbabwe’s 
Prime Minister to appraise the 
electorate, through their elected 
representatives, of what is happening in 
government.

“At the beginning of the year, I made 
it clear that gone are the days when 
government would operate as a 
secret cult movement.  In the spirit of 
accountability and in order to enhance 
the oversight role of Parliament, 
I pledged to make a monthly 
Parliamentary statement,” he said.

He said it was in line with the spirit of 
openness and accountability that the 
Prime Minister’s Question Time was 
introduced so that the public, through 
their elected representatives, would 
have an opportunity to gaze and peep 
into the work of government and to 
raise questions on pertinent issues 
affecting Zimbabwe.

He said in February, the Prime 
Minister’s Office hosted a Government 
Work Programme workshop where 
ministries presented the critical path 
targets for 2012.

“These have now been adopted.  I 
want to say from the outset that this 
document is still work in progress 
because the relevant clusters have been 
asked to extract the key programmes or 
“priorities of priorities.”

“This is because of the limited 
fiscal space and the realisation that 
government will not have the required 
funds to attend to all the programmes 
identified by the ministries,” he said. 

President Tsvangirai said apart from 
the critical path targets contained in 
the document, government is grappling 
with important processes such as the 
national census and the Constitution-
making process, among other key 
programmes for the year.

“The 2012 census is our first 
comprehensive population census since 
the time of hyperinflation. Visioning 
and planning for growth is made 
difficult in the absence of accurate and 
authoritative statistics about a nation 
and we hope that this exercise will be 
successful to enable government to plan 
using updated statistical data,” he said. 
President Tsvangirai applauded the 
work of Parliament, particularly the 
Parliamentary Portfolio committees 
which are diligently playing their 
oversight role.

“I am aware that some ministers are 
not keen to come before the Portfolio 
Committees because of the thorough 

grilling they endure as elected 
representatives seek to find explanations 
from the Executive.

“This should be applauded and I 
hope you will consolidate your work 
in ensuring that those charged with 
spending taxpayers’ money are doing so 
with the interest of the people at heart,” 
said President Tsvangirai adding that no 
one should take Parliament for granted 
because it is the people’s Chamber.

“This is where the people we serve speak 
through their elected representatives,” 
he said.

On reforms, President Tsvangirai said 
the country continued to lag behind on 
key reforms be they political, electoral 
or media.

“I am disappointed that there has been 
slow movement in this aspect, which 
non-movement has a bearing on key 
deliverables of this government, 
mainly a free and fair election.  The 
whole essence of the GPA, which I 
must emphasize is now part of the 
Constitution, is to make sure we 
implement reforms and create the right 
environment conducive to the holding 
of a free and fair election.

“I want to say that non-implementation 
has largely been due to insincerity, 
downright arrogance and a lack of 
appreciation of the mission of this 
transitional Government and its general 
mandate,” he said.

On the abuse of the Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF) by some 
MPs, President Tsvangirai said it was 
not a government policy to protect 
corrupt people and urged the relevant 
agencies to ensure that justice is done 
and any corrupt person is arrested.

“The Anti-Corruption Commission 
is an independent Commission and I 
hope that it will not be threatened and 
hindered from its work of exposing 
corruption and making sure that justice 
is done without favour and without bias.

“Any corrupt person should face justice 
regardless of whether they are MPs or 
ministers and we hope that there won’t 
be efforts to slow down the wheels of 
justice or to protect corrupt people 
from being exposed and arrested,” he 
said urging Parliament to come up with 
mechanisms that will enable it to hold 
its own members to account. 

“These are public funds and Parliament 
as an institution should have a way of 
ensuring that these public funds are 
properly accounted for,” he said.

Underperforming ministries to be named in Parliament

The MDC has condemned the attack on 
nine of its activists who were attacked 
and injured by the Zanu PF terror gang, 
Chipangano on Saturday while preparing 
for a rally in Sunningdale, Harare.
 
“The MDC condemns the continued use 
of violence by Zanu PF and its militia as it 
is not conducive to national development. 
Nine people were injured after Zanu PF 
thugs attacked them while preparing for 
a peace rally at Sunningdale 1 Grounds 
and stole a tent that was being erected 
there,” MDC national spokesperson, 
Hon. Douglas Mwonzora said.
 
The injured were identified as: the 
Sunningdale district Women’s Assembly 
chairperson, Virgina Manyarara, Bongani 
Chimombo, Martin Revu, Admire 
Nyandoro, Martin Soda, Last Gayigatsi, 
Nomsa Magodyo, Listen Muderedzi and 
Tendai Maritinyu.
 
Muderedzi had a fractured jaw while 
Bongani sustained serious cuts on his 
back. The rest managed to get treatment 
and were discharged.
 
“It is sad that the police, who are supposed 
to provide security to all citizens and 
uphold the law, stood by and watched 
as ruffians needlessly attacked innocent 
law abiding citizens who were exercising 
their democratic right of association and 
assembly.

“This intolerance is retrogressive and 
does not support growth of our national 
politics. A healthy society is one in which 
people are allowed to make a choice 
based on what they believe in and what 
they like, he said.
 
He said the MDC believed that the 
people have a God-given ability and 
option to choose and that ability should 
not be limited.
 
“The MDC urges the police force to 
show the same zeal and enthusiasm 
they project when arresting innocent 
MDC members, by arresting Jimu 
Kunaka and his gang of thugs who 
continue to terrorise civilians of this 
nation.
 
“The people of Zimbabwe want peace 
and an end to all forms of violence, with 
a police force that seeks to uphold the 
rule of law without fear or favour,” said 
Hon. Mwonzora.

Meanwhile, a former Zanu MP in 
Zhombe, Midlands North province, 
Daniel Mackenzie and Zanu PF member 
Eddy Mabhachi are terrorising villagers 
in the area, forcing them to produce 
Zanu PF membership cards, personal IDs 
and forcing them to attend their public 
meetings were they are made to fill in a 
call registers.

Those with no membership cards are 
being forced to obtain them and to carry 
them whenever they travel. 
 
Mabhachi and Mackenzie were 
responsible for perpetrating violence 
and destruction of property during 
the 2008 election. The two are being 
backed by traditional leaders such as 
Chief Samuel Samambwa who last year 
confiscated MDC party regalia from 
well known activists and threatened 
them with unspecified action if 
they failed to surrender the items.
 
Zhombe MP, Hon. Rodgers Tazviona 
said it was disturbing that the people are 
being harassed and intimidated by Zanu 
PF thugs. 

“We are living in a period where Zanu PF 
is declaring war on us and as a community 
in Zhombe we are denouncing violence 
and appeal for political tolerance. It’s a 
strategy of attempting to persecute our 
own people who resist attending Zanu 
PF meetings ahead of the next elections,” 
said Hon. Tazviona.
 
However, despite this setback, Hon. 
Tazviona said the MDC will ensure 
that every Zimbabwean who needs 
humanitarian and food assistance 
receives it.

MDC condemns violent disruptions of rallies


